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Dear Friends,  
 

Happy 2014! We’ll also give you a new church diary to go with the wish. 
 
It’s when we put things into the diary the panic starts. Not just the worrying 
hospital appointments etc… it’s the sheer overload of things to do… 
alongside the realisation that whatever we write in, there’s the 
unpredictable element which will overwrite whatever we’ve written! 
 
Faced with uncertainty, the natural reaction is to reach for the old 
securities. Material well-being, familiar routines, family & friends… together 
they give us the support systems we need. But these are unpredictable too. 
 
For us as a church, 2014 is huge. 20 April is a significant date. 
 
It’s Easter Sunday, and the day we launch our new church plant. There’s a lot of 
unpredictability from then on! 
 
In reality there is just one who can carry the weight of our worries - the Lord 
Jesus who loved us so much, he died to secure our future with him. That great, 
great love is the answer to every uncertainty. The answer to fear is not familiarity, 
but faith. We simply trust the one who loves us with all the resources of God. 
 
That’s important for DPC as it begins to adjust to new leadership. Kieran will look 
after DPC as he did during the Sabbatical. After I leave, the church will look for a 
new vicar. Please give Kieran all the prayer and support you can; it’ll be a longer 
stretch than a Sabbatical! 
 
Trust is also important for the little ‘plant team’ as we start meeting regularly 
to equip ourselves for something new. Jesus made a promise to his 
disciples that still holds… But seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well (Matt 6:33). 
 
Let’s work flat out for his kingdom, seek to be like him, and trust his love. 
Those 3 things will make 2014 a real joy.                                            

  Mike Reith  
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Lives turned upside down! 
 

No one has turned more lives upside 

down, changed history and transformed 

the lifestyles of so many people – than 

Jesus.  

 

In February we’re invited to hear how 

seven people were changed by Jesus.  

 

 

A heavyweight champion copper who 

turned to crime. 

 

A hard-working teacher struck by incurable cancer. 

 

Roy Castle’s wife who battled with depression after losing her beloved husband.  

 

A pleasure-chasing guy who lived for money, women and himself.  

 

An influential black footballer with an MBE and five caps for England whose life 

was shaken when his best friend died in a car crash. 

 

A former Chief Inspector who responded to terrorist bombings in London. 

 

And - a member of DPC who will share how Jesus turned his life – which was 

dominated by drinking – upside down! 

 

Each evening, Roger Carswell – a lively Yorkshireman – will chat with each 

person to find out why Jesus is so important to them. He’ll then share what a 

difference Jesus could make to you.  

 

Please come along and bring a friend or two to hear some life-changing stories! 

 

 

The ‘Real Lives’ events will take place each evening from Monday 17 – 
Sunday 23 February from 7.30-9.30pm at Dagenham Park School.  
 
No ticket necessary – it’s free! Please ask if you’d like to know more. 
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Real change – from the heart 

Relationships are vitally important to all of us. We share our lives with family, 
friends, neighbours and colleagues.  

Things can go wrong. Our instinct for self-centredness pulls our relationships out 
of shape into something ugly and painful. 

Sometimes, life can take us – or those we know - by surprise. Have you ever 
wondered – what would Jesus say during a really tough time? 
 
Some of us from DPC are going to an event that will help us think about real 
change and real relationships – God’s way.   
 
At the Changing Hearts conference, three speakers will show from the Bible how 
God uses our interactions with each other, in all their joyful successes and 
sorrowful failures, to keep us going and to help us grow in Christ. 
 
Combining years of expertise, biblical insight and practical case studies, this all 
day conference will help, equip and inspire any Christian to love others and to 
relate with fresh energy, hope and understanding. 

 

The event is open for 

men and women and will 

take place on 15 March 

at Central Hall 

Westminster.  

 

If you book by 6 

January, tickets are £24 

and £28 after that date. 

A limited number of 

tickets are available at 

£15 for students or those 

receiving benefits. 

 

PS You can download and hear two of the talks from last year’s event at 
www.ccef.org/UK. 
  

  

 

http://www.ccef.org/UK
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Chrunch - Joy in sharing the gospel 
 

This is an open invitation for the ladies  

in our church family to come along, enjoy 

brunch and hear Wendy speak to us about 

how we can experience Joy in sharing the 

good news of the cross with others. 

  

SATURDAY 18 JANUARY 10am-12pm 

We’re meeting at the Minor Hall 

There will be a crèche available for any 

ladies with little ones 
 

If you can, we’d welcome donations of £2 toward the cost of providing food  
 

Please let Wendy, Angela, Kathy P or Karen if you'd like to come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                    www.facebook.com/dpcfamily 

 

QR codes for our website and Facebook page: 

          

 

 

 

 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works among all the 

peoples!  Psalm 96:3 
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