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Dear Friends, 
 

What does our world most need? Over the past few weeks the news has been 

dominated by terrorists shooting in a Kenyan shopping mall, an international climate 

change report stressing the human impact on global warming and the world generally 

searching for leaders who will help.   

 

So it’s tempting to say that our world most needs an end to terrorism, united 

environmental action and better leaders.   

 

Any or all of these things happening would be a great step forward. But progress is 

proving difficult. Terrorism has been high on the world’s agenda since September 11th 

2001 and seems to be a growing problem. Even the death of Osama Bin Laden hasn’t 

solved it. There have been numerous climate change summits, and many governments 

have made laudable efforts; but global greenhouse gas emissions (which scientists say 

are a significant cause of climate change) continue to rise. As for leadership, the world is 

always looking for better leaders.   

 

This all feels pretty depressing. But in Luke’s gospel we’ve seen Jesus shows us what 

all people most need. When presented with a paralysed man Jesus doesn’t instantly 

heal him. He says, “Friend, your sins are forgiven” (Luke 5v20).   

 

On the surface it looked like the man’s biggest need was to have his legs healed, but 

Jesus knew better. On the surface the world’s biggest needs are things like terrorism, 

climate change and leadership. But if the world most needed someone to end terrorism, 

or an environmentalist or a political leader - surely God would have sent us one? 

 

Instead God so loved the world that he sent what we most needed: a saviour who 

could forgive our sins. People whose sins are forgiven have peace with God and the 

certain hope of eternal life in heaven.   

 

It’s not a bad thing for Christians to oppose terrorism, care for the environment or 

promote and encourage good leaders. But our priority should be Jesus’ priority. 

Jesus came to call sinners to repentance (Luke 5v32). Forgiveness of sins is what the 

world most needs.      

Kieran Bush 
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Joy in studying God's word 
 
Excuses. We have many reasons why we don't spend time reading the Bible. 

Even the washing up becomes appealing! We can try many techniques to keep 

going but developing a regular quiet time is hard. 

 

At Chrunch, Jess taught us why it's important to read God's word, how to do this 

and who can help. We read Psalm 119 and learned three important things. 

 

Firstly, God tells us that blessings come from his word. That's a powerful promise. 

 

Secondly, we're told to keep God's ways but we're not left in the dark. We can ask 

God himself for help in understanding what he says to us. Prayer is powerful. 

 

Thirdly, we can find the path to walk with our living God by hiding his word in our 

hearts. These living words change us – they transform us to be more like Jesus. 

 

When we read any Bible passage, we can ask three questions which will help us 

to understand what God is saying to us: 

- what does this passage tell us about God?  

- what does this passage tell us about us?  

- how should this passage affect our lives? 

 

Thanks to Jess for teaching us and to everyone who helped to organise the 

morning. 

 

Ladies Movie Night  

 

Come along, enjoy dinner and watch a great movie  

SATURDAY 12 OCTOBER 7-9 P.M. 

We’re meeting at the Minor Hall 

  

The movie is just one hour long 

We’ll have a light meal and start the movie at 7.30 

Pudding and popcorn in the interval! 

  

Please sign up at church (so we know who’s coming)  
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Passion for Life 
 

What would you most love for your non-Christian friends and family? I’m sure 

you’d love them to come to know and love Jesus. Ultimately that means we need 

to pray. Only God can make that happen. But here are some ideas to help them 

find out more… 

 

In July we launched our ongoing Passion for life 

mission which will continue into 2014… and 

hopefully beyond. The big idea is that we invite our 

friends to spend time with us looking at Luke’s 

gospel together and go through it bit by bit.   

 

Many people have bought the Uncover material to 

share with their friends and family. (If you haven’t 

yet got started with this, or if you’ve found it such a 

brilliant success that you need more … there are 

still copies available).   

 

Reading Luke’s gospel with people should prepare them for our Real Lives week 

coming up. During half term week in February 2014, we will have a week of Real 

Lives evenings hosted by an excellent evangelist called Roger Carswell in 

Dagenham Park School theatre. 

 
Each evening, Roger will interview someone so we 

can hear their real life story of how they became a 

Christian. After this Roger will preach the gospel and 

urge people to become Christians.   

 

To prepare us for February, Roger’s going to visit us 

on Thursday 17th October. That evening will give us 

a great opportunity to get to know Roger (he’s a 

lovely, warm and friendly guy who is passionate 

about Jesus) - and get excited about sharing the good news of Jesus with people 

we know and inviting them to the Real Lives week.   

 

Please get the date in your diary now and come along.   
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The Chelmsford Anglican Bible Conference (a bit of a mouthful!) is 

coming soon. Rico Tice will be helping to equip us to love those 

who don’t yet know Jesus. What an opportunity!    
 
The venue is Chelmsford Baptist Church and the cost is £17. 
Please do let us know if you’d like to come along. 
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