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Dear Friends,  
 
Sometimes, song lyrics brilliantly sum up what our society is thinking. In 1986, the 
late Whitney Houston sang about the “Greatest love of all.” Today some schools play 
this song to increase children’s self-esteem.  It sums up what our society thinks 
children need to learn.   
 
Let’s think about what it says. (The lyrics are in italics, my thoughts are in plain text). 
“I believe that children are our future; teach them well and let them lead the way.” 
Teaching the next generation is definitely important.  But what should we teach 
them? “Show them all the beauty they possess inside. Give them a sense of pride, to 
make it easier.”    
 
There is something beautiful about children.  But when children (including mine) want 
the same toy/parent/object there’s rarely much ‘internal beauty’ on show. The song 
suggests if they had more pride it’d be better.  But, actually, isn’t pride the problem?   
 
Pride says something like, “I am me and I am brilliant so I should have whatever I 
want.” The song also teaches that everyone should depend on me and be true to me. 
  
The chorus sums it up. “… the greatest love of all is happening to me.  I found the 
greatest love of all inside of me.  The greatest love of all is easy to achieve.  Learning 
to love yourself is the greatest love of all.”    
 
The song nails our society’s message: love yourself – you’ve got all you need inside 
you.  But this is the opposite of being loved by God.  God so loved the world that he 
sent his only Son into the world to pay the price for our sins.  And it’s the opposite of 
what Jesus said were the two greatest commandments: to love God and love your 
neighbour.    
 
Our children desperately need teaching, but not to love themselves.  That won’t help 
our ‘me, me, me’ society.   Children, just like the rest of us, need teaching to depend 
on God’s love.  Then we’ll start to love God and love our neighbours.  But that only 
happens when God shows us that none of us have any right to be proud.  We are not 
brilliant.  We don’t deserve anything.  
 

Kieran Bush 
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Out of the blue! 
 
We only went to the pub!  
 
After hearing Roger Carswell speak about ‘Real 
Lives’ on Thursday, I went to the cross keys with 
Kylie and Colene. Some guys offered to buy our 
drinks. They asked what we’d been doing and we 
said we’d been to church!  
 
After this, they started asking why we felt we needed 
church and why we didn’t believe that we could make 
our own lives good and worth living.  
 
We explained very simply that Jesus knows and 
loves us better than we can and said he is the only 
sure hope we can ever have, want or need. They 
didn't seem to like our answers very much and we 
moved to the beer garden for a fag.  
 
But one guy was really bothered by it all. And certainly surprised by our ages and 
the fact we were having a drink and a fag. "This isn't what Christians do!” he said.  
 
He told us his mum went to St.George's church. He then said he’d had had a lot of 
hardships which didn't convince him that God is good. But he said he could see 
that these bad experiences had helped him become who is today.  
 
Every time this man got an answer to a question that he didn't like, he retreated 
back into the pub. But several minutes later he would return with someone else! 
By the end of the night he had accepted one of the Uncover (Luke's gospel) books 
I was carrying as a gift.   
 

Shona Byrne 

 

 
 

Sometimes God can completely overthrow our tiny expectations and provide 
amazing opportunities to share the hope we have in Jesus.  
Please be praying for opportunities to share God’s love with others.  
 

“So is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
 It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 
Isaiah 55:11 
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Gift day 
 
“God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9v7)  
 
In the Old Testament when King David was preparing to build the temple; we’re 
told that God’s people gave willingly, freely, and wholeheartedly to the Lord.  This 
led to much rejoicing and praising God.   
 
Afterwards, David was doubly glad because he knew the people’s willing giving 
was a sign that their hearts were loyal to the Lord. Today we’re not building a 
physical temple, but we are seeking to build God’s church for the next generation.  
 
God has already generously 
provided Pippa and Adrian for us 
(just in time).   
 
They have made a great start: 
seeking to share Jesus with local 
11-18 year olds, overseeing 
SCUDS and meeting to read the 
Bible with young people. Praise 
God!  
 
This year’s gift day will top up our 
Youth Worker Fund, so we can keep employing them to reach, teach and build 
up young people in Christ.    
 
Please drop into church between 9-12 on the morning of Saturday 16 November. 

 
During this time, you can: 

 Pray for our ministry to young people 

 Give cheerfully what you have decided in your 
heart to give to the Lord’s work.   

 
NB If you are a UK taxpayer and able to Gift Aid your 
giving, then we can receive an extra 25% 
 
 
 

Please also prayerfully consider whether you could serve in one of our young 
people’s groups. Please speak to Mike or Kieran if you are interested.   
 

Thank you! 
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Chrunch - Joy in serving 
 

 

This is an open invitation for the ladies  

in our church family to come along, enjoy 

brunch and hear Natalie speak to us about 

how we can experience Joy in serving God. 

  

SATURDAY 19 NOVEMBER 10am-12pm 

We’re meeting at the Minor Hall 
 

Please bring £2 towards the cost of 

providing food  
 

Please let Wendy, Angela, Kathy P or Karen if you'd like to come.  
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As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God's varied grace … 

1 Peter 4:10 


